Lambda Alliance General Body Meeting – 3/5/2009

Attendance

Tony – QPOC

Baylee – VC Political

Viv – PATH

Tyler – VC Finance

Kelsey – QUEST

Paul – VC Comm

Thad – QSA

Lex – PennGALA

Kyle – VC Internal Affairs

Alex – Wharton Alliance

Dennie - Chaaair

1.  Leadership Retreat

Kyle: No one in Lambda has actually responded to Kyle’s pleas. Boo.
Going to have a great speaker specializing in LGBT Leadership theory. Email him yaaall. Otherwise he’ll have to get annoying.

April 4th. Want two people from the general body and as many from the board as want to. If someone’s dying to come you can have more than two people. Minimum requested number is 4.

2.  IvyLGBT

Baylee: Meeting at Columbia on April 4th to have a planning meeting and hammer out the details of what we want. Dennie, Alec, and I are representing Penn. Will talk about all of our organizations, what we want from our fall conference in terms of structure and programming, and what sort of structure we want for IvyLGBT going forward in the future. 
Also going to figure out our bid for the fall conference that we’re going to present.  

3.  UA Gender Identity Proposal

Paul: Calling the University to recognize where they are in violation of their gender discrimination policy. Will have a copy by the end of spring break.
4.  Admissions Dean Advisory Board

Dennie: Haven’t had a lot of time yet, going to do more work over spring break and call other Ivy admissions offices to see if they have anything in place that we can model it off of.
Hopefully we can get that into the UA along with the gender identity proposal.

5.  Collaboration Meeting

Kyle: Oops, haven’t planned it yet. Only day we can have it is going to be March 22nd. It’s a Sunday and I’ll email yaaaalll about it. Best time would be late afternoon?? Maybe around 5 or 6. When2Meet (gross)
Baylee: Only presidents? One from each group? How we gonna do this.

Kyle: Just chairs or presidents, one or two people from each group. 

Baylee: Runs into a problem with groups who only have one chair versus groups who have multiple. 

NO VOTING. Just sharing ideas. Jesus.

6.  Sorority Training

Baylee: Spoke to president of PanHell. Sororities will meet in the fall. Sophomore through senior classes will go through it (percentages). Or can go to chapter meetings. Will be along the lines of the fraternity stuff – Bob talks to them. Out testimony from fraternity members (will be tougher for sororities). 
Dennie: Question (to Alex Fu). Any impact?

Alex: All of our pledges went to the 1 in 4 presentation instead of the LGBT session. Only two kids showed up drunk. Went pretty well, pledges weren’t too interested in participating. Didn’t have much to say by way of improvements to be made, but I have suggestions we can talk about later. 

Baylee: How did some kids from your frat not go?

Alex: Apparently it’s not mandatory…just have to send them to one of the events.

7.  President/Provost Meeting Recap

Dennie: We met with the president and the provost. We told them that we weren’t very comfortable endorsing the PULSE survey that’s coming out yet because none of us have seen it. Touched on ARCH renovations, admissions stuff, recruitment and retention of students. LC brought up how they want to start having financial aid workshops for upperclassmen who are responsible for filling out their own financial aid forms because their parents don’t understand them. 
8.  Updates

Tony – QPOC: Still working on the QPenn speaker. 
Viv – PATH: Haven’t had much after Awareness Week. Coaches were receptive to the panel. Are going to watch the video of the panel. Sending out registration forms for teams for the Pride games. Start thinking about who you want on your teams. 
Kristen – Allies: Working on the QPenn event, getting groups for the coffee house

Kelsey – QUEST: Working on QPenn Quizzo

Thad – QSA: Working on the drag show, finally have a theme for QBall. Now we have office hours on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 – 11 in the morning. Hoping to have coffee and snacks. It’s in 104 Williams near Penn Student Agencies.
Lex – PennGALA: Time for awards! Third year of giving out LGBT student leadership awards. Not just for seniors or undergraduates, for anyone in the LGBT community. Deadline is March 23rd. For leaders of the LGBT community and LGBT leaders outside of the community. Encourage you all to apply. You get a cool silver plate with your name on it. Thinking about making a plaque somewhere on campus. 

Bingo, still thinking of April 14th. Keep that in mind.

Alex – Wharton Alliance: Wednesday of QPenn hosting Screw Ball at multiple restaurants, at least as Beijing. I know you’ve gotten the email so you should respond. Also hosting a speaker on Friday. Senior vice president at MTVu. 

In full swing with LGBT career exploration series. Stay tuned for updates. Trying to do a lot more than just consulting and banking firms. Probably going to go visit Barclays at the end of the series. 

9.  Open Forum

Baylee: Also met with the associate vice provost for education, Andy Binns. Tried to blow us off again about campus climate which they still aren’t going to show us. Basically we’re going to take a survey in March and we’re not going to be able to see it. I asked about queer studies and they avoided the topic. Asked again and he sounded stupid. Not a very good meeting.

Paul: Social event during NSO. Different from the Gay Affair. Send me ideeeas.

Rohan: Scholars Weekend is the weekend after Spring Fling. For minorities admitted to the university. Stay Sunday through Tuesday. Get them to have a really good time/impression of Penn. We need really good hosts for them. Anybody who lives on campus can host a student. There’s a google spreadsheet that you can fill out.

Baylee: Especially important for Lambda. All the other coalitions have admissions data. We don’t know these things, no way LGBT students are expressly targeted. Only way we can do that is for us to be the best hosts and show how goddamn gay this place is.

Dennie: Traditionally QPOC is really involved. 

Lex: Article in the DP on LGBT admissions updates?

Dennie: If you didn’t see the article, the admissions office is reaching out to local high schools and gay straight alliances. They’re inviting these kids to Penn for a Penn Previews Day where they’ll get tours of the campus particularly catered to LGBT high schoolers. 

Lex: Tours are led by members of Kite and Key. 

QPenn stuff!

Dennie: Only one more QPenn general body meeting. If you haven’t emailed Katherine or I the finalized details of your event you need to do that ASAP. Ordering calendars over spring break. Send Paul your submissions for the supplement if you haven’t done so yet. Going to start on the 22nd with the launch party. 

