Lambda Alliance General Body Meeting Minutes – 2/19/09

Agenda
1. Welcome/Introductions

Paul

Katherine – QSA

Kelsey – QCF

Tyler

Yana – Nurses PUSH

Alex

Kyle

Tony – QPOC

Tony – Wharton Alliance

Nick – Allies

Kelsey – QUEST

Baylee

Dennie

2. Amendment

Baylee: Amendment says that the Lambda exec board can’t vote on general body meeting decisions, which we don’t do anyway, but it’s in the constitution that we can or should. This is just removing a power that we don’t use. 

Dennie: Questions? Comments?

Baylee: Essentially all the decisions made at GBMs will only be made by the constituent groups.

Kelsey: Why is it there now? Why don’t you vote?

Baylee: Constitution was written very quickly so that Lambda could become and organization. Don’t actually vote because most decisions made at GBMs we don’t think are our decisions to make.

Alex: What a great amendment!

Katherine: Thanks, Baylee!

Dennie: Voting

QSA – yes

QCF – yes

Nurses PUSH – yes

Wharton Alliance – yes

QPOC – yes

Allies – yes

QUEST – yes

Dennie: Amendment passes! 

Celebration ensues. 

3. PULSE update

Baylee: Going to be administered every two years and will have completely public results. Will have questions on gender identity and sexuality that previous surveys haven’t had. Not perfect, but it’s happening next month. Not much else we can do, questions are already finalized for this round. Can have input in two years from now.

4. Volunteer opportunity at Attic Youth

Dennie: Noel Ramirez contacted me to volunteer to be SAT tutors to queer youth at Attic Youth. They would come here, work around our schedules. If any of you are interested in that, not a big time commitment, make a big difference in someone’s life. Email me, will be in the newsletter.

5. Leadership retreat

Kyle: I’m excited! Had a meeting with Chris Bartlett who specializes in LGBT leadership theory. Going to talk about how he bases his models after how Jewish leaders led during times of crisis. O

Retreat is on April 4th, it’s a Saturday. Want full participation will all the leaders. Going to do neat stuff. How to do networking with Facebook and things to make it more interesting. Thought that a lot of people don’t want to spend their Saturday on a leadership retreat, so he’s going ot make it really fun. 

Should be 10 am – 3 pm. Going to have semi-breakfast and then lunch. Free food!

Tony: Reason why it’s so late this year?

Kyle: Danielle was starting to plan, but then she quit. Too late to have it before spring break.

Yana: That weekend is NJLS weekend, but I don’t think you have to change it, just commenting. Other thing is that Chris Bartlet was at Denver for the national LGBT thing, and he’s on the board of the Nursing State Board for the board of Pennsylvania.

Baylee: If NJLS thing is that weekend, will J-BaGeL be able to attend the leadership retreat.

Yana: Matt probably won’t.

PROBLEM!

Kyle: We can move it to the 11th. 

Baylee: That’s Easter weekend.

Yana: Also Passover.

Let’s debate the similarities between Easter and Passover! 

THE FOURTH OF APRIL IT IS!

Dennie swore.

Yana: Is there going to be another person?

Kyle: Wanted to reach out to an LGBT faculty member. Said he was interested in doing it, but I’m not sure if we’re actually going to be doing it. Now going to see if he can fit it in, if he could talk about the topics we want.
Maybe Elise Betz? She works in Alumni Relations.

6. University Council application update

Baylee: We’re applying for a seat. (definition of University Council. I’m not writing this out). We’ve had a seat for the past two years…only 5 student groups get them. We have our interview this Saturday at 11. All five board members are going to be interviewed by the 30 members of the NEC. Hopefully we’ll get a seat.

7. QPenn update

Katherine: Unfortunately the ICF didn’t give us enough money to get Wanda Sykes to come. Were willing to give us a certain amount of money, but not enough to be feasible. Could be possible in future years.

Schedule looking like Sunday is the launch party. 

Monday PUSH is having a reception at the LGBT Center. Might have a keynote event that evening. Considering two possible times right now. 

Tuesday QPOC having a documentary screening and talk with the director. 

Wednesday right now no one has gotten back to us with any specific things. Heard whispers of various events that might happen. 

Thursday is the other day we might have a keynote event in the evening. 

Friday Wharton Alliance is having a speaker at 1 pm. Drag show and QBall at night. 

Saturday the kinky carnival at the Center and the Wharton Alliance is thinking of having their dating event. Thinking of having Sandra Valls who is a Latina comic come to perform. 

Sunday is the PATH Pride Games and QUEST is having a quizzo afterward. 

Basically, be flexible and work with us. If two groups have events that conflict with each other, we’ll advertise for both of those on our QPenn calendar, but we’ll strongly advise one of you to move. Right now schedule’s kind of in flux because of the keynote thing. Give us some wiggle room if you can. 

Dennie: Another general body meeting this Monday at 7. Please come, especially if you represent a group that’s planning an event. 

Katherine: Another thing about the groups, if you’re having a QPenn event, we want you to know going into it that we do expect the groups to contribute to the flyering effort. Not okay to just have one group doing it. There will be cupcakes!!

Dennie: If you haven’t gotten your funding together for your event, come talk to one of us. Traditionally we’ve approached the ICF and T-Change together as QPenn. We’ll put together a huge application and go together.

Katherine: When you’re thinking about planning your events, please come talk to us, even if you have a sketchy idea about it. We can tell you whether things are conflicting. 

8. IvyLGBT update

Baylee: Harvard, Princeton, Yale and Columbia submitted bids to host the spring planning meeting. We, on behalf of Penn, submitted our vote that we prefer to be at Harvard. Further north we go this time, the more bargaining power we have when asking them to come south in the fall. That’ll be the weekend of the 10th and 11th of April. 

Yana: What is it? 

Baylee: This weekend we’re just going for a planning meeting. 2-3 people from each school getting together and talking about what we want to happen at the fall conference. Working through ideas. How big we want it to be, what kind of programming, whether we want it to be more social or more activist.

If anyone wants to get involved with planning the big fall conference, you guys just talk to me and it’ll be a lot of fun. Help a brotha out.

9. Open Forum/AOB

Paul: Listserv stuff
Katherine: Phil and Brittany felt pretty strongly that people who signed up for out listserv signed up for ours and they don’t want to give out information to Lambda.

Yana: What I remember from last year, biggest selling point from last year was that people would get an initial message saying that if they didn’t want to be on the listserv they could unsubscribe.

Dennie: If it’s a privacy thing, well, we already have their email address. If your group isn’t comfortable doing it you don’t really have to, it’s just something we’d appreciate it. The reason we have such a large listserv is that when Lambda got started. 

Paul: If your group wants to participate, please send me a list of your email addresses and I’ll write them a message saying they’ve been added to the Lambda listserv because of their affiliation with X group, and that if they don’t want to be on the list they can unsubscribe.

Kelsey: PATH is officially SAC recognized! Yaay. Will get money in September. Last night we had a panel on homophobia in athletics. Paul’s dad was on it. Lots of support from the Philadelphia community. 

Tony: Wharton Alliance, QUEST, and PUSH are doing the NSA event. Holding a joint event with the NSA, which is a government agency, going to happen on the 24th at 5:00. 

Tony: QPOC had survey meeting last week, got about 74-78 responses. Going to try to work with the data somehow so people actually see it. Going to have a meeting next week, thinking of talking about the aesthetic modification of queer colored bodies. If anyone has any ideas shoot them my way. 

Yana: NJLS is going to be April 3rd and 4th. If you’re interested in planning that let me know. Never happened at Penn before. Hundreds of LGBT, mostly Jewish students come. J-BaGeL and (jewish name) is having a dinner on the 27th at 7 pm in Hillel. 

Baylee: What sort of programming at NJLS?

Yana: Not just for Jewish people. A lot of different sessions and information stuff and a lot of speakers. 

Kyle: Forgot to mention that we’ll be having a collaboration meeting. Theme is Stop, Collaborate and Listen. Is Sunday good? 

For leadership retreat, two leaders and two general body members.

Baylee: 5B things, essentially the 5B feels there’s a dearth of minority students in the UA. Also Yana’s graduating and Matt isn’t going to run again, except for maybe…5B is holding information session and targeted at minority students having a greater involvement in the UA and student govt in general. If you want to learn more about the UA you can go to this information session. Going to put it in the newsletter. Encourage people to go out and run for the UA. 

Yana: It’s really cool. Didn’t realize how awesome it is until I was on board. It’s incredibly inspirational and really exciting to sit with really great people who are excited to change campus for the better and work with students all over campus to really do something. If you really care about your university and you want to leave something behind when you graduate, this is the way to do it. 

Baylee: Running for the UA is a way to change things.

Kelsey: For QUEST we were talking to an LGBT professor whose focus is he was a gay veteran from Vietnam. Not really QUEST-specific, but he’s interested in coming to talk to a group. Talk to me if you’re interested. 

Katherine: Sounds like a good QPenn event.

Katherine: For QSA, still taking applicants for the drag show. Should encourage people to sign up, it’s at the Rotunda. All the proceeds go to an AIDS charity and we get a drag queen from Bob and Barbaras downtown to come MC it. All the people in the show do one or two dance numbers together. 

Alex: Tech help?

Katherine: Yes, please.

Tony: What about Onda Latina? They do sexy dances. 

Paul: Rethinking Sex conference. Housing! 4th through the 6th
Baylee: Scholars weekend happens every year. Penn brings racial and ethnic minorities to campus the day before Penn Previews and they stay through Penn Previews. Boosts matriculation rates. LGBT community is not represented in those people other than by accident. However, because of that, it’s more important that we stay involved with scholars weekend. The people who do come should know that we have a strong voice on campus. They’re always looking for hosts. They usually have trouble finding hosts. Link on the newsletter.

Nick: For Allies, just had Freedom to Marry day last week. Thinking of having a study break. Tyler is applying to get us recognized for SAC. 

Dennie: Screening of High School Musical?
Katherine: Queer body image panel next Wednesday. Talk to Katherine if you’re interested in being on the panel.

Dennie: University Council meeting last week. There was concern of Penn cutting some financial aid, but they’re not going to. Going strong, actually increasing financial aid. 

