Lambda Alliance GBM – 10/28/09
Baylee – VP Political

Kyle – VC Internal

Anna – PATH

Julia – PUSH

Lex – PennGALA

Thad – QSA

Danielle – freeee

Celeste – QCF

Jason – J-BaGeL

Paul – VC Comm

Brandon – Wharton Alliance

Corinne – PATH

Tyler – VC Finance

Dennie – CHAIR

Missing Allies

1. Leadership Retreat

Kyle: Nina is going to lead the leadership portion of the retreat and she’s going to lead a discussion on how we can turn our friends into better allies. Also contacted Elise Betts. Talking about what Stonewall means to us today. Other big issues .

It’s November 21st! 10:30 to 2:30

Four people from each constituent group should be there. 2 board members and 2 general body members. Send more if you want! 

Dennie: If you don’t have enough people in your group to make it, talk to Kyle. 

Anna: Who should we pick from general body?

Kyle: People you want to build up as future leaders

2. IvyQ

Baylee: Everyone here should have gotten my email, but we got $5000 from Goldman. My minimum goal is $15,000. Would like to see more than that, but PLEASE contact your companies. Please fill out the When2Meet.

Brandon: Ameriprize Financial pledged $1,000. 

Dennie: Only need $9,000 more!

Baylee: Going to have an end-of-conference banquet. That will probably take a couple thousand dollars. Also want a majority of the money to go toward travel scholarships. Most important part of the conference is having people HERE. That will be debated in the planning committee. Other money will go to food and getting good speakers. We said it would be a no-cost event, so hopefully we can make that happen.

Brandon: Rich Ross has agreed to come as long as his schedule fits

3. QPenn Updates

Have been meeting as a committee

Planning a GBM for next week, it will be posted in a lambda newsletter (it wont conflict wth any constituatiante groups meetings)
Present themes and ideas for the week at the meeting- “Its always queer in Philadelphia”

March 22nd-28th

Still need a publicity Chair
Supplement will not be funded this year? It will be half the size of last year, about 12pages.
Need to review the budget (last year is was about $3,000)

Dennie met with Ninah about technology funding. The Center will be funding $1,000 for QPenn (supplement)

4. Sorority Diversity Training

Baylee: Meeting with Bob and Alissa soon, we will come up with a plan for a test meeting we’ll have sometime this semester with current members from different sororities. After we get feedback from that we’ll hopefully be able to put together a full program in time for rush. 

Sorority LGBT sensitivity training so people don’t make asinine comments, say anything dumb or offensive…it would be LGBT-specific, a lot like what the fraternities do now

5. Health Insurance

Dennie: Met with student reps on SHIAC. Both seemed pretty receptive but were concerned about cost. Now going to contact the 4 graduate students on the committee. That makes 7 people including Adam Sherr who will hopefully be very supportive. Going to try to get it on the agenda for the next meeting. Then we’ll ask ETNA what the additional cost would be for students for premiums. If it’s not significant, which hopefully it won’t be, we might see progress on this as early as next year. 

If this works out, we’d be one of the few colleges with full transgender health benefits

6. Listserv Solicitation

Dennie: Asked before if groups would give us their listservs so we could send out an email saying you’ve been subscribed to the Lambda listserv…got resistance. Wondering if we could draft a separate email you could send out to their listservs so freshmen could voluntarily opt in instead of opting out.

Everyone thinks that’s a good idea.

Paul will draft up a blurb about that. 

Out of all the coalitions we have the largest listserv, so we want to maintain that. 

Lex: Is the opt-in strategy the way you’ll move from here on out? 

Dennie: Will continue with that and going to resource fairs, etc.

Lex: It will only be as strong as we are populous. Listserv needs to stay full and active. What about a solicitation strategy at the end of each semester

Anna: No problem plugging for Lambda at meetings
Danielle: What about extra sign-up sheets

Paul: Let’s make a standard Lambda sign-up sheet

Brandon: What about with boxes so people don’t have to write their email down several times.

7. Open Forum

Tati: elected new board members for Allies

Anna: QSA is having next GBM on Nov. 4th with Tre from Woody’s  coming, talking about what it’s like to have a club in the Gayborhood. Also having our questioning event – need to really get the word out about that. 

Additionally, having a bake sale on Tuesday, probably from 11 to 2 to raise money for Giovanni’s Room. If you don’t know them, they’re having a lot of problems. Need to do a lot of rebuilding. They’re the oldest gay bookstore in the country. As many constituent groups who want to get involved in a bake sale this Tuesday, would be awesome. 

Center wants to work with us on this, but Frankfurt High School wants to come here on December 8th. You would all be perfect as leaders to be on a panel to speak to them. Stay after to talk to Anna about either of these things. 

Julia: PUSH has a GBM tomorrow and we’re doing an oral sex meeting/presentation next month. 

Lex: PennGALA is next weekend, not too much going on with PennGALA…will be an open house at the Center from 4-5:30 followed by Taste of Penn which is open to students this year. It does not cost any money! Lex will send a sign-up sheet, it’s on Nov. 7th. 

Danielle: QCF postponed tonight’s event to next week, reflections on queer-friendly scripture passages. Rev. Jay from University Lutheran will come, he’s an out, practicing minister. Will either be Monday or Tuesday. In November we’re trying to reach out to the Catholic community, inviting anyone to a documentary about kids persecuted by people of faith for their homosexuality. Just showing clips of the documentary, then breaking up into discussion, working with the Penn Catholic Student Association. Looking to do a service outreach project. 
Christian Association is having a conference on Young Christians Living in the Hookup Culture

Dennie: Talk to Tim Taylor, he graduated in ’08 and he organized a big QCF/Catholic event a few years ago

Jason: This Friday J-BaGeL and QSA are having a spooky Shabbat dinner. Only Halloween LGBT event happening at the Center! Featuring lovely Halloween treats. Also last week we got a great speaker, Eliot Dwarf, senior rabbi in the conservative jewish movement…wrote the paper for gay marriage in Judaism…coming Dec. 8th 
Paul: Get your events int eh DP!

Brandon: Wharton Alliance info sessions coming up. 

Corinne: PATH is trying to attend as many Penn Athletics Quaker Days as possible. This Friday is Penn volleyball. Quaker Day encourages other Penn athletes to go to games and they feed you. Now it’s open to everybody. You get VIP seating and free admission. They DO run out of pizza. 

Also having a World Series party this Sunday at Corinne’s apartment. Will send out an email about that! It’s in Hamilton Court. Wahoo!

Also working with Penn AIDS Awareness to sponsor the Lose the Shoes 4 on 4 Soccer Tournament

For the World Series party we’re doing a potluck, so bring fooood. 

Dennie: Next Lambda meeting is Nov. 11th, last meeting is Dec. 2nd, and then the NEXT meeting is elections. Start thinking if you want to run for a position, talk to the relevant person. Also start thinking about internal rollover within your organizations. If you need help targeting potential leaders, let us know. 
