General Body Meeting Notes for 3/17/08
I. Welcome and Attendance
George and Alex: Wharton Alliance

Yana: JBaGeL

Tony: QPOC

Michael: Allies

Anna: QSA

Cynthia: PATH

All Chairs and Vice Chairs

II. Confirmation

Dennie: We want to nominate Eliza for VC of Finances. We wanted to put forth as a vote. She is going abroad next semester, but because she is not running she doesn’t have to be here for both semesters. We will nominate someone else next semester. She knows her way around money as Treasurer of ALLIES.

All vote yes!

III. LGBT Center 25th Anniversary Dinner

Cynthia: Everyone come! Giving out pamphlets to give out to constituent groups.

IV. Exec Reports

Matt: Newsletter comments and submissions send to me.

Enmanuel and Eliza: No updates

Alec: Had a meeting with Scott Rakofsky who is the director of the office of fraternities. Plan for that project is that I’ll be chatting to Allies. I’ll figure out a comprehensive plan of action by the end of this semester. If you know of anyone in the Greek system please send me their emails. Obama controversy. All events cosponsored should not connect to any of the candidates. 
Dennie: Contacted Sandra Zhau regarding Mental Health. I think we should get Lambda involved. They’re planning a formal or something like that. Lambda will be a lot more involved. Next week on the 26th there is a UC Council Meeting—Open Forum. Anyone can say what they want. Send an email to ucouncil@pobox.upenn.edu. University of Council is made up of student leaders of undergrad, grads, provost, etc. We got the University Council Seat for next year.

V. Constituent Group Updates

George: McKinsey group from 7 – 9 PM at POD. Come to our event. If you want to come, let us know. 

Yana: JBaGeL has a Purim party this weekend.

Tony/Enmanuel:  Two weeks program for queer Asians?

Cynthia: Pride Games is coming up. First time EVER that the straight athletic community is  sponsoring for queer community.

Anna: Meeting with SAC. Sending out registration form with Newsletter. From 1 – 4 at Hill field. And for QSA, we are doing a number of things for QPenn week. QBall, Drag Show, Questioning Event on March 27th at 9:30.

VI. Sustainability (part of New Business)
Sarah Abrams: Member of UA. Part of Penn Environmental Group. Part of Green Campus Partnership, the new movement to make Penn more environmentally sustainable. By Feb 2009 we will have plan to become Carbon Neutral. Currently Penn received a B. 

Cynthia: Are you looking for ways for groups to sign on and show your support?

Sarah: Just you being educated is important. Moreover if you have any suggestions that’d also be appreciated. We want your feedback. As long as you know what’s up.

WE ALL SIGN!!!

VII. QPenn Update

Anna: Try to get your boards to come to as many events as possible.

VIII. Blood Proposal

Alec: UA voted to reconsider the blood proposal and then put it in the committee. Technically no one noticed that they reconsidered the proposal. Keep you on tap.

Dennie: If you think this is something we need to bring up again please let us know.

IX. DLP

Enmanuel: Delta Lambda Phi is considered an LGBT Fraternity. In the past they’ve been under Lambda. They haven’t been at Lambda meetings for a number of months now. Very little communication back, and really no interest to be part of LA anymore. We are putting forth a vote to our constituent groups to see whether they should stay on the board. We mentioned if they wanted a break and then rejoin, but there was no demonstrated interest. We really have no choice but to kick them off. But we need your support to do that.

Dennie: This isn’t a vindictive thing on our part, but them not being here, but it changes what a majority is, and how many members we need present for a forum. It passes an amendment to see how many are needed to pass. Lambda reflects our active members, that’s why we’re putting forth this vote.

Cynthia: We tried to reach out to them last semester too, and they still didn’t have interest. But the more important thing if we are making you guys here every week and not having them here is not fair.

All vote yes to remove DLP.

X. Penn Leads the Vote

Dennie: Pennsylvania is in a really interesting position to see who will get the democratic presidential nomination. It’s really important that everyone get involved.

XI. UA and Class Board Elections

Dennie: The NEC has released the candidate packets and you can run for class vote. It would be fantastic if any of you would like to run for the UA. If any of you can convince your friends to run for the UA.

Alex: What’s the structure of the UA?

Sarah: You run to be a member of the representative. Everyone in the college who is a freshman, sophomore or jinior. 

Dennie: Class board elections don’t do anything. You can go to the NEC’s website if you’re interested in running.

XII. UC Committee Applications

Dennie: They have UC Committees which are completely different from the UA.

Matt: Did you do anything productive?

Cynthia: My committee typically doesn’t have many things productive, but it depends upon the faculty involved.

XIII. Philadelphia Outreach

Dennie: I contacted people at The Attic to create a tutoring program to come to Penn via LGBT Center. This will probably happen before the end of the semester. If not then next year. I’m trying to reach out to the philly community more. Trying to step outside of Penn and get more involved.

XIV. Leadership Retreat

Enmanuel: Leadership retreat is scheduled in April (look up date on website, forgot). Need new members on the board to come to this event. Going to send out an email, but will open it to anyone if anyone has any ideas for leaders to lead the event. Any ideas please shoot my way.
XV. Open Forum

Yana: I know a professor that wants to wear a QPenn shirt one week to promote publicity for QPenn.

Cynthia: Maybe we should all wear the T-Shirts. 

Anna: We’ll see if we can get some early for the members to wear.

Yana: If anyone is interested in Health or teaching about sex, please contact me. There will be a planning meeting on March 20th Room 122 at 2 PM. The actual health fair is april 3rd, and it’s 1 – 5 PM. If we can get people to be there and be gay and talk about gay stuff, that’d be really cool.

